
Grateful	January	

In	these	challenging	times,	it	is	good	to	pause	and	reflect	on	what	we	are	grateful	for.	
Many	thanks	to	everyone	who	has	contributed	to	this.	

	
I	would	like	to	say	Thankyou	to	God	for	the	love	and	support	of		my	family	in	2020.	They	all	have	been	fortunate	
in	that	they	have	been	able	to	continue	to	work	throughout	the	pandemic	and	earn	money,	but	at	times	it	
hasn’t	been	easy	for	them	–	one	of	my	daughters	in	law	is	a	nurse	at	QA	hospital	in	Portsmouth	for	example,	but	
they	have	always	found	time	to	keep	in	touch	and	their	good	humour	and	youthful	energy	has	been	uplifting,	I	
feel	blessed.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Helen,	Sturminster	Marshall	
In all the turbulence, anxieties and uncertainties of the global pandemic, l thank God for His 
steadfastness —“ the same yesterday, today and forever “, and l thank Him for a secure pension, good 
health, an abundance of lovely walks on the doorstep, belonging to the church family, and living in this 
caring and generous community.     Sue	Mary,	Spetisbury	
 
I would like to say 'thank you to God' that through all the sadness, difficulties and for many tragedies of 
2020 I have the lasting love and companionship of a long marriage and though for now we cannot meet 
the joy of a wonderful family - may they all stay safe.   Katy, Sturminster Marshall 

	

We have to be very thankful for family and friends keeping us going during this very strange time. 

Jean, Sturminster Marshall 

 

Two verses of the hymn , 'For the Beauty of the Earth'....which says so much 
about being aware of beauty and love which surrounds us: .... for which we can 
say 'thank you'  .   
 
For the beauty of each hour 
Of the day and of the night, 
Hill and vale, and tree and flower, 
Sun and moon and stars of light, 
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our grateful hymn of praise. 
 
For the joy of human love, 
Brother, sister, parent, child, 
Friends on earth, and friends above, 
Pleasures pure and undefiled, 
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our grateful hymn of praise. 
 
Nigel, Sturminster Marshall  

THANKFULNESS. 
 
Without doubt, the major occasion for us to remember, is the gathering of all our immediate family on 
January 2nd. 2020, for a lunch to celebrate our Diamond Wedding Anniversary. There were seventeen 
of us, including four of the family living in Prague. In the current foreseeable social climate, it is 
extremely unlikely that we shall ever be able to gather again as a family.  We do, therefore, give thanks 
and praise to God for his goodness in making this celebration such a memorable and genuinely happy 
event.         Norman and Margaret, Spetisbury	


