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THE BRIDGE
THE MAGAZINE FOR THE COMMUNITIES OF

STURMINSTER MARSHALL
KINGSTON LACY & SHAPWICK

Kingston Lacy house opened to the public on 13th July

August 2020
You can read The Bridge in colour on line at

www.bridgebeneficedorset.org – just follow the link.
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THE BRIDGE MAGAZINE
Bridge Publications is an agency of the benefice which includes the parishes of
Sturminster Marshall, Shapwick and Kingston Lacy.  It is financially independent of the
sponsoring parishes: its revenue comes from advertising fees and fund raising
activities. Our Chairman is Barry Johnson, our Editor is Tony Cross and our
Advertising Manager is Liz York.

Articles:
Contributions are welcome from all sectors of the community served by the parishes.
Please email your article, which should be prepared on A5 (NOT A4 OR Letter
PLEASE) size pages, in MS Word (.doc or .docx) or Works (.wps), or  it can
be a .jpg file or .pdf file, to the Editor at tcenator@gmail.com
You will receive a reply.  If you do not receive a reply, please make enquiries.
If you have no email then please print your copy and send it to Court House,
Cowgrove, BH21 4EL, making it clear on the envelope that this is for the Editor of
The Bridge.

The deadline for articles for the next issue is the 15th of the month so that
the finished magazine can be sent to our printers on the 17th.

Advertisements:
Our advertising fees are as shown on page 3. If you would like to place a commercial
advertisement then please submit it by email to
bridgeadvertising@outlook.com
Please do not send any advertisements to the Editor.
If you need help with producing your advert you may contact Liz by post at
7 Parkelea, Sturminster Marshall, BH21 4DG (marking the envelope Bridge
Advertising) or by phone at 01258 857528. We will then be in touch.  Please call
01258 857528 if you do not get an acknowledgement, and ask for Liz.  This is the
contact number for all advertising enquiries.
The deadline for adverts to Liz for the next issue is the 12th of the month.

Inserts: Your loose leaf inserts or flyers can also be delivered with The Bridge for a
charge of £30. Please provide 1020 copies of your leaflet, in banded bundles
of 100, folded to A5 size, if larger, to our Benefice Clerk, Jan Standing, by the 21st
of the month.  Jan’s telephone number is 07973 766614.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you follow up any advertisement could you please
mention that you saw it in The Bridge

The August Bridge has been printed again by
CMP UK, www.cmp-uk.com, tel: 01202 739993.

10.00am to 10.30am
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Bridge Magazine Grants

Various groups & schools throughout the Bridge Parishes have been
given grants from the Bridge Magazine fund.
These are:
Sturminster Marshall Football (Youth),
Pamphill 1st School,
Senior Lunch Club (Sturminster Marshall),
Pamphill Pre-School,
Benefice Choir & Friends,
Sturminster Marshall 1st School,
Tea and Toddlers,
Horserenity,
Shapwick Community Trust (SCT),
Blandford Forum Railway Club.
If your group would like to apply for a grant then please contact Jan
Standing on 07973 766614 or email: jan.standing@btopenworld.com.
************************************************************************************

NOTICES
If you require the services of a priest urgently, please contact Rev’d.
Carolyn Couzens (Priest in Charge of the Bridge & Lower Stour
Parishes) on Tel: 01258 858353.
Email: revcarolyncouzens@gmail.com
Enquiries for Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please contact in the
first instance:
Rev’d. Carolyn Couzens – Tel: 01258 858353.
Email: revcarolyncouzens@gmail.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Bridge magazine advertising fees

Duration full page 1/2 page 1/4 page 1/8 page
12 months £270 £145 £80 £45

6 months £145 £80 £45 £25
3 months £80 £45 £25 £15
1 month £30 £15
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From The Church

Dear Neighbours,

Someone said to me the other day ‘We may all be in the same boat, but we are
not all in the same cabin.’

How perceptive. For some of us the experience of the last few months, although
limiting, hasn’t been too bad.  For others, though, it has been a very isolating,
anxious or a painful time.

Speaking about boats, I am reminded of a story in the Bible about choppy waters.
Jesus and his disciples were crammed into a small boat on the Sea of Galilee.  A
squall blew up, so severe that it violently rocked the boat and threatened their
very safety.  Amazingly, Jesus was completely unafraid; indeed he had fallen asleep
and had to be woken by his anxious disciples to save them, saying: ‘Don’t you care
about us?’  Jesus responded by speaking calm to the wind and the waves, and
immediately the storm subsided and there was peace again.

One sign of returning to more peaceful waters in our own context is a number of
local businesses and amenities being able to open again.  This includes the church.
It was a great joy in early July when government restrictions lifted, and we were
able to reopen our buildings. It felt like being back with an old friend.

We are gathering for worship again as well as continuing our online services.  We
are doing both as we are aware that some are not yet able to physically be with
us.  Everyone is welcome to join in, in whichever way works best for you.

As this strange time rumbles on, may God k

God bless,

Rev’d Carolyn Couzens
Priest-in-Charge, The Bridge and Lower Stour Benefice
Email: revcarolyncouzens@gmail.com Tel: 01258 858353
www.bridgebeneficedorset.org.uk
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9369
www.facebook.com/LowerStourBenefice
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St. Mary’s Church, 100 Club Lottery
The draws were suspended due to Covid 19, but are now reinstated - so lots of
prizes to be distributed. The committee did the draw outside “Lindisfarne” on
King Street on Sunday 5 July and members of the public helped pick out the
winning numbers. Congratulations to the winners!

April May

£50 137 Nicola Whitmarsh £50 159 Marilyn Anderson

£30 58 Sue Tory £30 1 Jane and James Ellis

£20 161 Marilyn Anderson £20 30 Jackie Trenchard

June July

£50 64 Janet Coomer £50 123 Bridget Chissell

£30 37 Bridget Chissell £30 171 Maureen Carter

£20 17 Margaret and Gordon Cox £20 88 Maureen and Godfrey Hurst

The next draw will be on Sunday 9th August after the 9.15am church service in St.
Mary’s Church.

Liz Jones: 49 Railway Drive, Sturminster Marshall (Tel: 01258 857076)
Karen Royles: 1 Parkfield, Newton Road, Sturminster Marshall (Tel: 07761867738)
Ernie Turner: 14 King Street, Sturminster Marshall (Tel: 01258 857018)
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TIVOLI Theatre
BOX OFFICE & ENQUIRIES  01202 885566 www.tivoliwimborne.co.uk

IMPORTANT NEWS FOR TIVOLI CUSTOMERS
Tivoli Appeal for Help – Thursday 18th June

The Tivoli Theatre has been loved and enjoyed by many over the years, but it
now needs your help to get us through the COVID 19 crisis.

We don’t know when we will be able to safely re-open and as a Registered
Charity which is not funded, the impact of COVID 19 is having a devastating
effect. Social distancing, even at 1 metre, makes it extremely difficult in a small
venue with limited facilities.

If everyone who visited the Tivoli during the past few years made a small
donation, we’re sure we would easily reach the £50,000 target we need to help
towards lost income and expenses which still have to be paid to maintain the
Theatre.

If you have enjoyed your visits to the Tivoli and want to help it survive
this crisis, PLEASE help by donating whatever you can afford using the
link on the Home page of the Tivoli website (see top of page).

Alternatively, you can make a donation by phone on 01202 849103 (please leave a
message if the office is unmanned and someone will get back to you), or forward a
cheque payable to Friends of the Tivoli, to Tivoli Theatre, West Borough,
Wimborne BH21 1LT.

Thank you for supporting us and we look forward to opening our doors to you
again as soon as we can.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Pestwatch

In this month’s Pestwatch article we are looking at everybody’s favourite picnic
guests – Wasps.

We look at how to prevent them nesting on our property and the best way to
stop them becoming a health hazard around our homes and gardens in 2020.

But are wasps really that bad?
They are annoying - a sting can be unpleasant at best and kill some people at
worst (from anaphylactic shock).  In their favour, wasps are pollinators and play a
very important role in the ecosystem.  However, they can become aggressive as
they become homeless and hungry at the end of summer when the queen stops
producing larvae resulting in their food supply being cut off suddenly and the need
to seek a sugar fix elsewhere.

Tip – never bat away a wasp!  Tempting I know, but they will feel under attack,
release a pheromone and pretty quickly you could find yourself surrounded by
one wasp’s swarm of angry friends.  So, brush a wasp off gently so not to raise
alarm.

Deter wasps in your garden by planting peppermint.  If you have an area prone to
nests in the summer, keep it spritzed with a combination of castile soap and tea
tree as they loathe the smell.
Another great tip is to install a decoy nest (available through us!).  Wasps fear
other colonies and a simple dummy nest in the eaves of a shed is enough for the
queen to steer clear all summer!

Most colonies will die in the winter time so if they are not causing a problem then
they can be left to leave on their own – however, if you should need swift
removal, please contact us to get back into your garden fast.

The Pest Project on 07712 737346
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Sturminster Marshall First School
Co-opted Governor Vacancy

Sturminster Marshall First School Governing Board is made up of Parents, Staff,
and Co-opted Governors.

Co-opted Governors include both parents and members of the community. Our
Governors may come to us through a variety of routes and with a range of
different backgrounds, skills and experiences, but they are volunteers who work
together for the benefit of the school and are the link between the school and the
community it serves.

We are currently looking for 2 new Co-opted Governors and would be delighted
to hear from anyone who has:-

• A keen interest in the performance of the school
• A desire to contribute to and represent the community
• An open and enquiring mind
• The ability to look at issues objectively
• The confidence to ask questions
• A willingness to listen and make informed judgements
• The ability to work well with others

If you are interested, please submit an expression of interest email to Clerk to the
Governors, via the school email: clerk@sturminstermarshall.dorset.sch.uk

Expires: 10/09/20 – 12:00pm

St. Mary’s Christmas Tree Festival
It is at this time of year that I start to put the planning in place for
the Festival and advertise the date in the Bridge.  Margaret and I
spoke recently and we have decided that given the current
difficulties with coronavirus and the possibility of a very difficult
winter we would cancel the Festival for this year. We do this
with very heavy hearts as we are aware of how much joy this
event gives to the village, both those who take part in some way
and those who visit. However, it is more important that we all
keep safe. See you next year.

Sue
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Computer Problems ?
MJB Solutions
Friendly,  reliable, professional computer specialist.
Services provided include
Hardware repairs and upgrades
Performance improvement if your machine has “slowed down”
PC & network security
Spyware & virus removal – anti virus and firewall review
Software upgrades, installation and configuration
Data recovery after disk failure - business data, pictures, music files,

etc.
Tuition
New - Broken screen replacement for tablets, iPads and iPhones

I operate a NO FIX NO FEE policy and my work is guaranteed.
Call us on 07808 943146 or 01258 858232

Email me at martin.john.brook@gmail.com

MINSTER
BUILDING

Reliable and Experienced
General Builders

EXTENSIONS,
ALTERATIONS,

CONSERVATORY BASES,
PATIOS, PATHS,
GARDEN WALLS

07736 651192
01258 858360

www.minsterbuilding.co.uk

Specialist's In
Block Paving,

Patio Flooring,
Scenery Gardens

& Unique Landscaping
throughout Dorset

Fully insured

Call Mike on 07894 294275

See our website at
www.wimbornelandscapes.com



15

Hyde Lodge, Hyde, Wareham BH20 7NX

Tanker Hire Septic Tank – Cesspit Emptying Waste Carrier
●Local Service ●Friendly Advice ●Professionalism Guaranteed ●Competitive Prices

FOR A PERSONAL SERVICE CALL
T: 01929 550928  +  F: 01929 554565  +  M: 07719 382720

AND TALK TO A LOCAL PERSON

Well that’s the summer term over. It’s been very strange for all our staff, not to be
spending the last few weeks of preschool with our leavers. So much has been missed,
sports day, our annual trip to farmer palmers and our leavers teddy bears picnic. We are
just thankful that everyone has so far stayed safe and well.

We are lucky to have a great relationship with the first school, so are able to offer, the
children, a slightly easier transition into reception year, with a member of our staff
spending the first few weeks with them in their new class in September. Hopefully a face
they know well, will be enough for them to smoothly transition into their new school life.
We wish all of our leavers well for the future and will miss them all greatly.

We are looking forward to opening our doors in September to some new children and
our next cohort of pre-schoolers. We are all very excited for the next academic year and
hope we will be able to have things a bit more relaxed by then, to run smoothly and safely.

Stay safe everyone.

If you have a child aged between 2 and school age, please contact us my email to discuss
your needs for childcare. We are a small, friendly setting and have both local children and
children from further afield attending.

The Pre-school is open
Monday to Friday 9.00am to 3.00pm
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Kingston Lacy Church

Fundraising events update for 2020:

Regrettably the forthcoming fete on the 2nd August and the Christmas Fayre on
the 14th November to be held at Pamphill Parish Hall have had to be cancelled due
to the current situation and the uncertainty of having larger gatherings later in the
year.

Many thanks to everyone who supported us earlier in the year at the Quiz
Evening and we look forward to welcoming you again in 2021.

Kingston Lacy Church Vacancy

There is currently a vacancy at church for a PCC secretary. The secretary does
not need to be a member of the PCC but should be prepared to attend meetings
and write up the minutes.

If anyone is interested and would like more details please ring 01202 883727.

Thank you.

info@wizardelecticals.co.uk
www.wizardelectricals.co.uk

Local, friendly and reliable

Rewires
New consumer units

EICR (periodic inspections)
Lighting, heating

Call out / fault finding
And so much more

Look for us on Facebook for our great reviews!!
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Current Situation
at the Old School,

Sturminster Marshall
www.mackrellcharity.org.uk

We hope to be able to continue with some of our
events in the autumn but may have to modify

the manner in which we do so or postpone,
depending on how the current situation

develops.
***************************************

Mackrell Lectures
We have an exciting series of lectures planned,

which we hope to be able to run.
The Butterfield scholarship is usually awarded at

the first lecture. The award will be granted
whether or not the lecture takes place.

****************************************

As always, all details of forthcoming events can
be found on the website.

****************************************
We now have a substantial Village Archive on the website - just click ‘SM

Village archive’ button on the village history page to access photos, videos,
etc.
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Sturminster Marshall Evening WI

PLEASE NOTE

Due to the current situation and restrictions due to
Coronavirus, Sturminster Marshall Evening WI will not

be holding monthly meetings until further notice.

For more information please contact Heather Trenchard on
07974 095113 or Sturminstermewi@gmail.com
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Parkfield Cottage
Parkfield, Newton Road
Sturminster Marshall

Mike and Karen Royles
01258 857804

Holiday cottage for rent.

Parkfield Cottage is a fully furnished self-contained cosy cottage
on the edge of the village.  The cottage sleeps 4 plus cot and

benefits from central heating, a wood-burning stove, TV and fully
fitted kitchen including microwave.

Own secluded garden and patio plus off road parking.
Weekly rates, short breaks or just overnight deals available.

Open all year round.  Call us for more details.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

* Local Farm Shop * Sonnaz * Mirror Mirror
* Renowned Butchers * The Nest * Wimborne Picture Framing
* Relaxing Café / Restaurant * The Petshop * RO-ZEL

* Happy Stitcher
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Davis Allen: Manipulative Therapist
(trained at The British School of Osteopathy).

Treating back and neck problems, sports injuries and general aches and pains.
Appointments available in evenings and at weekends.
Tel No. 01258 858675. Chapel Cottage, Shapwick, DT11 9LA, (opposite The
Anchor). Quote The Bridge on your first appointment to get a £5 reduction.

"I will be wearing a facemask throughout the whole consultation and treatment.”
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Special days for precious little people

Children from 3 months to 6 years
The Old School Nursery (Shapwick) Ltd.

West Street, Shapwick, Blandford Forum, Dorset.
DT11 9LB

Proprietor: Ewa Praschma
Email: info@theoldschoolnursery.com

www.theoldschoolnursery.com

Independent Drainage
Professional Sewage Treatment

Solutions - 24/7 SERVICE
Servicing, Maintaining, Upgrading and

Installing All Makes of Sewage
Treatment. Plants & Pumps Across The

South.

Sewage Treatment Plant Servicing
From £85 + Vat.

Sewage Treatment Plants from £4000 +
Vat Installed.

Septic Tanks Inc Drainage Field from
£2500 + Vat Installed.

Drainage Fields / Soak-Aways from
£1000 + Vat installed.

Contact us today for a free no
obligation site visit.

FREEPHONE: 0800 013 1301
enquiries@independentdrainage.co.uk

www.independentdrainage.co.uk

Special days for precious little people

Children from 3 months to 6 years
The Old School Nursery (Shapwick) Ltd.

West Street, Shapwick, Blandford Forum, Dorset.
DT11 9LB

Proprietor: Ewa Praschma
Email: info@theoldschoolnursery.com

www.theoldschoolnursery.com

28
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Thanks from all the team.
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Kingston Lacy Estate News August 2020
Since we reopened in June it’s
been a busy few weeks at Kingston
Lacy. On Monday 13 July we re-
opened the Ground and State
Floors in the house as part of a
small pilot of seven National Trust
properties looking at how we can
reopen our houses safely. It’s been
wonderful to be able to welcome
our visitors back to enjoy the
lavish interiors and renowned
artworks in the Bankes collection.

You can find out more and pre-book your visit on our website.

In June we had the lovely news that our flock of rare breed Portland sheep won 1st place
in the "best group of lambs" category at this year’s Portland Online Show. The show was
judged by Adam and Libby Henson and was broadcast on a recent episode of Countryfile.
Congratulations to Livestock Rangers Morgan and Amy whose hard work and dedication
to the flock has resulted in this win. Thank you also to Amy for this beautiful photo – it
certainly showcases the beauty and character of the breed.

In less happy news, we have been dealing with a disappointing amount of rubbish at some
hot spots on the estate. The outdoors team are working hard to keep on top of this and
last month they were kindly joined by some volunteers from Wimborne War On Waste
and members of the local community in clearing it up. Thank you!

We recently took advantage of a few days of dry weather to make 480 big round bales of
haylage at Bishops Court and Shapwick that will be used as feed for the cattle throughout
the Winter whilst they are back at Home Farm.

As always you can keep up to speed with news and events on our website at
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/kingston-lacy
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THE BRIDGE CHURCH SERVICES FOR AUGUST 2020

SUNDAY 2nd AUGUST
9.15am Outdoor Communion, Kingston Lacy

SATURDAY 8th AUGUST
2pm Wedding, Kingston Lacy

SUNDAY 9th AUGUST
9.15am Communion Service, Sturminster Marshall

SUNDAY 16th AUGUST
9.15am Communion Service, Shapwick

SUNDAY 23rd AUGUST
9.15am Communion Service, Sturminster Marshall

SUNDAY 30th AUGUST
9.15am Outdoor Communion Service, Kingston Lacy

MIDWEEK SERVICES 9am AT STURMINSTER
MARSHALL

Wed 5th August Spiritual Communion
Wed 12th August Spiritual Communion
Wed 19th August Spiritual Communion
Wed 26th August Spiritual Communion

The Bridge Benefice website is at www.bridgebeneficedorset.org

All services and times are correct at date of going to press.
Any changes will be notified



28

THE BRIDGE CHURCH NOTICES FOR AUGUST 2020

WEDDINGS TAKING PLACE THROUGHOUT
THE BRIDGE PARISHES

ST STEPHEN, KINGSTON LACY
Sat 8th August, 2pm – Jeffrey Bolton & Deborah Spivey

From the Registers:

Funeral Register:
Internment of Ashes
Terry Standing
Veronica Hawkins
Vera Meeson

May they rest in peace and rise in glory

The following churches are open for Private Prayer/Reflection
on the following days:

St Mary’s Stur.Marshall – Every Wednesday morning 10 - noon
St Mary’s Stur.Marshall – 2nd and 4th Sunday morning 10 – noon

St Stephen’s Kingston Lacy – 1st Sunday morning 10 - noon
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Readings for August

2nd August
8th Sunday of Trinity

Genesis 32: 22-31
Matthew 14: 13-21

9th August
9th Sunday of Trinity

Genesis 37: 1-4, 12-28
Matthew 14: 22-33

16th August
10th Sunday of Trinity

Genesis 45: 1-15
Matthew 15: (10-20) 21-28

23rd August
11th Sunday of Trinity

Exodus 1: 8, 2: 10
Matthew 16: 13-20

30th August
12th Sunday of Trinity

Exodus 3: 1-15
Matthew 16: 21-28
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YOUR

ADVERT

COULD

BE

HERE

A. White
Painter & Decorator

Excellent professional service
 33 years experience
 Interior & exterior decorating
 No job too small
 Very reliable service
 Top standard of workmanship
 Fully insured

Call Adrian on:
Tel: 01258 268735

Mob: 07718 370024

Deliveries by appointment

Flowers & gifts for all occasions

Please feel free to pop in
& have a browse

Open 9-5 Monday to Friday
9-2 Saturday

www.justaddflowers.co.uk

01202 699557

Flowers & gifts for all occasions

Please feel free to pop in
& have a browse

Open 9-5 Monday to Friday
9-2 Saturday

www.justaddflowers.co.uk

01202 699557
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English Usage, a personal view by Michael Evans
I wonder why many people don’t think it right to use an apostrophe and an S after
a name that ends with an S, such as mine?  When I opened my garden for charity,
some announcements listed it as Michael Evan’s garden, or Michael Evans’ garden.
The most commonly accepted convention is to add ‘s to the name as “Mr. Smith’s
garden.” There is nothing wrong with Michael Evans’s garden, which is how it is
usually pronounced.

On the London Underground is an example of this usage at St. James’s Park
station. Strangely, what used to be St. Thomas’s Hospital has recently become St.
Thomas’ Hospital.  The Times newspaper uses my preferred way, as it did
recently in reporting that “after Mr. Cummings’s arrival in Downing Street, the
Cabinet Office drew up [20 pages of] all his blogs.”

Answer to last month’s anagram: MAD NURD PLOT – DONALD TRUMP

This month’s anagrams:

BIAFRAN SOUK – find a country not far from it.

WOODSHED FEAR – you somehow knew it was coming!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

For Sale

Trailer for sale £75 ono.
Cowgrove Road,
near Eyebridge.
Approx size:
Length 110cm/44in; Width
86cm/34in;
Depth 30cm/12in.
With connection for lights
and brakes.  Will need
new number plate.

Call 01202 880966
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Warning to online shoppers about the Amazon ‘brushing’ scam
(copied from the Daily Echo)

Warning to online shoppers about an Amazon ‘brushing’ scam - here’s how it works:-

Since Britain went into lockdown the need for online retailers has surged, opening up a
gateway for scammers to steal your details.

This is everything you need to know about “brushing” scams - and what to do if you think
you’ve been targeted.

What is a ‘brushing’ scam?
Consumer watchdog Which? reported on brushing scams, when an Amazon Prime
member got in touch to explain how they had been sent two items they didn’t order and
hadn’t paid for - a carbon monoxide detector and gaming headphones.

When the customer got in touch with Amazon, they were told that the account used to
purchase the items wasn’t theirs, and had been paid for using gift vouchers.

A few days later, the customer received more packages - braids and a screen protector -
but this time around refused to accept them.  They called Amazon again, who blocked the
suspicious account.

The Amazon Prime member then changed their password and ordered a new credit card,
and no more deliveries arrived.

So what was the point in sending these random items to a person in the first place?

What’s the purpose of the scam?
The scam involves Amazon sellers setting up accounts in a stranger's name and then
sending their products to that unwitting customer.

This account is then used to write up a fake verified review in an attempt to improve their
seller ratings.

Which? explains, “In this case, it’s likely that the member’s name and address had been
leaked somewhere.”

Using haveibeenpwned.com, a website that tells you if your data has been part of a
breach, Which? discovered that details of the user who had reached out to them had been
involved in at least four breaches.

What to do if you think you’re part of a brushing scam
If you suddenly received deliveries of parcels from Amazon that you didn’t order or pay
for, changing your Amazon password and cancelling the card linked to the account is a
good first step.

Identity theft is a serious threat - once a scammer has access to your personal
information, they can wreck extreme havoc, including leaving you in major debt.

You should also report these parcels to Amazon as well, so the company can investigate
what’s going on.
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STURMINSTER MARSHALL PARISH  JOTTINGS – August
www.sturminstermarshall-pc.gov.uk

Summer holidays will be a bit different for many of us this year, but I hope you are all
enjoying the good weather.  At this time of year please can I remind people to be careful,
as when the ground is dry there is a greater risk of fires being started.  The same applies
to bonfires, please be mindful and only have them if absolutely necessary, and do no leave
them to burn unattended.

The work of the COVID-19 volunteer group has largely ceased with exception of
pharmacy deliveries.  The link with the Corfe Mullen food bank remains with a volunteer
delivering food there from the Co-op on a weekly basis. I would like to take this
opportunity to offer a big thank you to all those who have been actively involved and
those who put their name forward but were not called upon this time. We do not intend
closing the volunteer group, just in case at a later date there is a spike.

Walnut Tree field is a lovely local space for the use of all, but recently we have received
reports of antisocial behaviour, noise issues and a serious litter problem.  When using this
space, please think of others and the people who live around the edges of Walnut Tree
field.  Two local residents have very kindly cleared a lot of litter including plastic bottles
and glass, both on the land and from the river. I would like to offer a big thank you to
them for carrying this out at their own risk.  In these times when the environment and
pollution of the oceans and rivers is to the forefront it is very sad to hear of this kind of
incident. Please place all litter in the bin provided or if it is full, please take your litter
home.  The Playground was opened again in July after safety checks, and a clean of the
equipment. A notice was placed at the Playground entrance regarding COVID-19
requirements, please comply with this for the safety of all.  One to note is No Food
should be taken into this space.  A member of the Council recently had to clean the
equipment where some food had been dropped. Planning permission has been granted to
erect the information sign at White Mill which will include information about the Pill Box.
The Tree Works should have been carried out on the trees on Maypole, Stocks and
Trafalgar Greens by the time you read this.  As more people have been out and about
walking in the Parish recently, we would like to ask you to report to the Parish Clerk if
you find any issues with the footpaths, like missing finger posts or obstructions or damage.
The police have also issued a Rural Road Safety reminder, as the Harvest of 2020 is in full
flow with extra farm traffic on the roads, to be patient and to drive safely.

Finally, I am happy to report that we have had another successful audit and are continuing
to make progress with the financial management and governance of the Council. The
Council is now in a much stronger position to meet the challenges of the future.  On
behalf of my fellow Councillors I would like to offer an enormous vote of thanks to Alison,
our Parish Clerk for all her hard work.  Alison is continuing to improve our processes and
policies, along with making sure that we review annually our Action Plan for the coming
year, among numerous other items which need constantly updating. If you are interested
in applying for a Parish Grant, please look at the Parish website or ring the Parish Clerk
for details. If you or your club or village facility have previously received a grant and
would like this to continue, you still need to apply this year.
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The Neighbourhood Plan is progressing well, and you will be receiving a questionnaire,
please support this and complete. It is important to the future of this Parish.

Recent Plans:
3/20/0478/FUL20 Churchill close, Sturminster Marshall, Wimborne.
Demolish existing store link; sever land and erect 4 x 3 bedroom detached dwellings with
associated access and parking.
3/20/1015/TCA 140 High Street, Sturminster Marshall, Wimborne.
T1 Willow & T4 Birch: Crown reduce up to 2m. T2 Purple Plum: Fell. T3 Purple Plum:
Crown reduce up to 3m. T5 Beech: Crown reduce up to 2m; remove lowest limb or
reduce limb by 3m.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Louise - Unisex Hairstylist
53 Churchill Close, Sturminster Marshall.

Open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 9.30 - 3,
Thursday all day.

Please call for an appointment.
07731 426097

LADIES
If you’re handy with a needle, be it knitting or to sew,

If your standard’s very high or even very low,
PLEASE come along and join us, we’re a very friendly crowd,

You can learn to do some crafty things of which you’d be so proud.
MONDAY at the Memorial Hall we’ll see you there at 2,

£2.00 with refreshments, there’s nothing nicer you could do.
For more information please ring Anne Weller - 01258 857046

Shapwick Acoustic Sessions 2020
Great music.

Great venue - Saxon church – St. Bartholomew's.
Great acoustics.

Great value - £10 on the door, £8 in advance.
Pop-up bar.  Alcoholic, non-alcoholic drinks.

Profits going to church refurbishment.
For further details of past concerts and future dates see:

https://www.facebook.com/ShapwickSessions/
No sessions at present due to Covid-19 situation
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Action Fraud
Over £16 million has been lost to online shopping fraud during lockdown, with

people aged 18-26 most at risk.
Action Fraud is warning the public to remain vigilant and take extra care when
shopping online.
Despite retail and non-essential shops re-opening across the UK, many of us continue to
shop online. Action Fraud, the UK’s national reporting centre for fraud and cyber crime,
is warning the public to remain vigilant and take extra care online, after statistics show
16,352 people fell victim to online shopping and auction fraud during lockdown.
Since shops were forced to close due to the coronavirus outbreak on 23 March, Action
Fraud has received reports of online shopping fraud totalling £16.6million* in losses.
Members of the public have reported buying mobile phones (19%), vehicles (22%),
electronics (10%) such as games consoles, AirPods and MacBooks, and footwear (4%) on
sites such as eBay (18%), Facebook (18%), Gumtree (10%) and Depop (6%), only to have
the items never arrive.
Nearly a quarter of victims (24%) were aged 18 to 26 residing in cities including London,
Birmingham, Manchester, Leeds, Sheffield, Liverpool, Bristol and Nottingham.

To protect yourself from falling victim to online shopping or auction fraud, remember the
following:
Where to shop
 If you’re making a purchase from a company or seller you don’t know and trust,

carry out some research first and ask a friend or family member for advice before
completing the purchase.

Email accounts
 Use a strong, separate password for your email account. Criminals can use your

email to access other online accounts, such as those you use for online shopping.
Phishing
 Some of the emails or texts you receive about amazing offers may contain links

to fake websites. Not all links are bad, but, if you’re unsure, don't use the link
and type the website directly into your browser instead.

Payment method
 If you decide to go ahead with the purchase, use a credit card if you have one.

Other payment providers may not provide the same protection.
Do your research
 For more information on how to shop online safely visit

actionfraud.police.uk/shoponlinesafely.
Report
 If you think you’ve been a victim of fraud, report it to Action Fraud online at

actionfraud.police.uk or by calling 0300 123 2040.
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STURMINSTER MARSHALL SHORT MAT BOWLS AND SOCIAL CLUB

We are currently looking for new members, no experience necessary  We pride
ourselves as being a very sociable, friendly and non-League Club; our aim is to have fun
and enjoy our game.
The Club plays on the following days:-

Monday afternoons 2.00pm – 5.00pm,
Thursday evenings 6.15pm – 9.15pm,

All sessions are held in the Sturminster Marshall Memorial Hall.
It is a great sport for all ages and we would welcome some younger players, so do come
along.  The club owns several sets of bowls and these can be lent to players who do not
have their own, but they must remain on the premises.  Completely flat shoes must be
worn on the mats.
We are a mixed club and we do not compete in leagues, so the emphasis is on pleasure
and not pressure.  We do join other local clubs for just friendly matches.
INTERESTED? – come along, your first three sessions will be free, so give it a try.
For information telephone:- John on 01202 690718 or Jean on 01258 857308.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Red Lion Inn
Church Street, Sturminster Marshall, Dorset

Tel:  01258 857319
www.redlionsturminstermarshall.co.uk

Under New Management

Come say hello
Why not come in and try our new winter menu & daily specials including fresh fish,

we cater for everyone including gluten free, vegan and vegetarians.
We are offering a 2 course set menu from £12.95 or 3 course from £14.95.

We also have new seasonal ales and ciders on tap.
There is a lovely secluded beer garden.

We also welcome dogs in our area.
We have Quiz nights on the first Tuesday of the month with

Ashley Hooper @ 8pm with a maximum of 6 people to a team @ £2.00 per head.
We are now doing freshly baked rustic sourdough Pizza’s to eat in or take away.

We can also do Private Hire for parties/functions in our dining room for up to 40.
We look forward to welcoming you,

Dave, Louise and the Team
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Portmore Electrical Ltd are a Napit, Electric Safe, Trustmark and ECS approved
Electrical Inspecting and Contracting Company based in Dorset who specialise in:

 Domestic, Agricultural, Industrial & Commercial Installations
 Electrical Installation Condition Reports
 Rewires and Repairs
 Fire & Security Systems
 Lighting Design & Installation
 Consumer Unit Replacements
 Fault Finding & 24 Hour Call Out
 Fully Insured & Qualified to BS 7671

For further details or a free no obligation quotation please call
Portmore Electrical on 01258 458794 or 07917 776252

Email: admin@portmoreelectrical.co.uk
Website: www.portmoreelectrical.co.uk

Qualified Arborist, Professional
tree care and hedge cutting.

For a free quotation tel.
Brian Hennessy

01258 857529 or 07773 024008

QUALIFIED ARBORIST,
PROFESSIONAL TREE CARE

AND HEDGE CUTTING

RYAN COURT, BLANDFORD FORUM

FIRST FLOOR, PURPOSE BUILT,

ONE BEDROOM RETIREMENT FLAT
TO LET.

£695 PER CALENDER MONTH.

FOR FURTHER DETAILS AND
VIEWING CONTACT

GIRLINGS RETIREMENT RENTALS

EMMA STALLABRASS
01823 346809
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Sturminster Marshall Evening WI
Covid 19 restrictions are easing slowly and it feels to me like waking up from a
long sleep.  Lockdown gave us time to listen to the birds and enjoy the natural
world around us and part of me feels a little bit sad to be leaving that peace and
tranquillity behind but it is time to get back to reality and wake up from
hibernation. Having said that, as I walk around the village it is very apparent that
gardeners have been busy giving their gardens a lot of time and attention!

I reported in last month’s Bridge that Jane was selling plants from her garden wall,
to raise funds for the Women’s Refuge and that she had raised £600; when I saw
Jane recently she updated that figure to over £700, which is fantastic.  It has been
widely reported in the Press that the incidence of domestic violence has risen
dramatically during lockdown, so the demands on refuges will be enormous and
funds will be desperately needed to help support the victims.

A group of our WI ladies recently met at Badbury Rings for a socially distancing
walk to look for the rare wild orchids such as the Early Purple Orchid and the
Greater Butterfly Orchid.  Karen very kindly issued us with photographs of the
flowers so that we all knew what we were looking for.  We were also told about
some of the mysteries of the area including the discovery of a woman’s remains
when a large tree blew down in a storm. It was so nice to be able to get together
again for a chat and catch up.

We are planning more walks exploring the local area and possibly a picnic,
weather and government guidelines permitting.

To date we have not received any information from our national WI regarding the
recommencement of meetings or when the Old School Hall, is planning to reopen
but as soon as we can get back to regular monthly meetings we will.

Follow us on our new website
www.sturminstermarshalleveningwi.weebly.com
or our Facebook page Sturminster Marshall Evening WI.

Gladys Quick – SMEWI
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MINSTER PROBUS CLUB OF WIMBORNE

Founded 1988

Our club comprises retired or semi-retired men who have held a position of
responsibility during their professional life.  We meet at the well-appointed
Hamworthy Club in Canford Magna, near Wimborne, on the first
Wednesday of the month.  Before lunch, we are entertained by speakers,
who cover a full and interesting range of subjects.  In addition, our club holds
social functions and arranges visits and other activities, involving wives and
partners, throughout the year.

But above all, we are a friendly club with a great spirit and a warm welcome
to new members.  If you would like to learn more about us, please contact
Don Martin on 01258 857795 or by email at don.martin@btinternet.com
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Sturminster Marshall Memorial Hall

Important Notice

With over 700 local people using our facilities every week, the Memorial Hall has
become a very popular venue for those looking for sport, recreation and a great
deal more.

The Hall is run by a voluntary committee comprising of officers who hold distinct
roles and also representatives from user groups who regularly use the Hall
facilities.

Our Chair and Secretary have recently announced that they were standing down
at this year’s AGM in early May. They will, however, continue as Committee
members and will offer guidance to the new Chair and Secretary to ensure there
is a smooth transition. This is an appeal to anyone who would like to know more
about these two important roles. If you are interested in applying or would
simply like a chat to learn more, please contact the current Chair, Derek Rees on
01258 857252.
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Got NO CARES?
or

Do you feel that NOBODY CARES?
Well, WE DO!

Come and join us on Sunday mornings at 10:30 in the Memorial Hall
for a friendly, no frills service and meet ordinary people just like you.
We’d like to get to know you.

New Life Bible Church
Sturminster Marshall

07919 808210

NLBC is a member of the International Federation of Christian Churches (IFCC).
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A Dinosaur's Dinner by Lys de Bray

There is nothing so useful in the garden as grit, save perhaps unlimited string and a
brick.

To me a heap of grit is a lovely sight - it comes off the truck in a shower of edible
shades of hen's egg brown, cream, white and gold, all faintly sparkling in the sun.
My instant and total affection for the stuff began with the creation of the gravel
garden.

I had always wanted a dedicated gravel garden, so last year I cleared and leveled
an approximate rectangle measuring about 13m by 8m, South-facing and backed
by a Purbeck stone wall. Mature trees each side protect it and to the South there
is a lusty laurel hedge about 4m high, a boon and a blessing that stops winter
winds in mid-shrivel.

Clearing took some while and a lot of effort. Weeds, roots and briars were grubbed
up and burned. Access for a small digger was easy but even this powerful little beast
was almost defeated by some ancient conifer roots. Then came the leveling, danced
flat by a small team of helpers; after that 5cm of 10mm grit was spread and on top of
that came 5cm of finer 6mm grit. The gravel garden lay ready, smiling in the hot sun,
a mini-desert waiting to bloom.

Grit is also an excellent mulch because when the sun beats down on it for most of
the day the pebbles get hot (too hot for my cats to bask on). In the cool of the
evening condensation occurs and each pebble becomes coated with a film of water
that delivers regular moisture to the plant's roots which can't dry out the next hot
day because of the grit-layer. Dust and tiny particles of vegetable matter settle on
the surfaces and get rain-washed into the cracks. Fine humus forms - more at
autumn leaf-fall and this feeds the plants. It is truly an ideal growing-medium for
plants that like such free-draining conditions and they thrive and seed like mad.
Especially weeds. The beauty of it all is that it never, ever needs watering. The
plants for this environment were easy to choose; grasses were perfect, likewise
fennel and airy Verbena banariensis, achilleas and ice-plants (sedum), iris, valerian,
helianthemum (rock roses), cistus, lavender, rosmaries, artemisias, euphorbias,
alliums, potentillas, poppies - sun lovers all. Things Grew.

But there is a serpent in my Eden. It is horse-tail, mare's tail, or to give it its proper
name, Equisetum. However, in August, bruise and batter the silicone-covered stems
as hard as you can - whack 'em with a shovel or the back of a rake and then water or
spray with a glyphosate weedkiller which will get down to the evil black-string roots.
Next year this pernicious weed will be considerably weaker. Persevere and in the
following year the growth will be weaker still. Rabbits and deer don't like equisetum,
though the dinosaurs certainly did.
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PC PROBLEMS?
Is It Slowing down, Stopping

sometimes,
or just Not going?

Problems with Spyware,
Viruses, or the stuff the Kids

put on.
Do you need help loading or

configuring software or maybe
a little bit of tuition.
Call Badg @ Cadet
on 01258 858066.

I can often talk you through the
problem and save a visit.

£10 for the call.

HIRE
PAMPHILL PARISH HALL

FOR YOUR EVENT
Contact: Lindsay Hole

at
pamphillparishhall@yahoo.com

This magazine accepts
no responsibility for
the products and
services advertised.

All adverts are
accepted and published
in good faith.

Payments made by
advertisers contribute
to the cost of
publishing this
magazine.
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D.W CRANE
GENERAL BUILDER
Over 20 years experience

Specialising in brickwork, blockwork,
porches, driveways,

conservatories, patios
and decking.

Also: Internal & external decorating,
landscaping and

gardens.

Tel: 01258 454104 OR 07835 112802

Professional & Reliable service
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Halcyon Motors is a friendly, family run, local business.  We buy all
cars, bikes campers, etc. for cash at a time to suit you.  Trading in
elsewhere?  We can usually offer more...  And we will happily come to
you.
Buying? Visit www.halcyonmotors.co.uk for “warts and all”
descriptions & photos of the current stock.  Part ex. welcome.
Warranties on all cars.
Call: Don MacLeod on 01258 839209 or 07782 189555
(Mon-Sun 8am - 9pm)
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Scott’s Private Hire
NEED A LIFT

AIRPORT – DOCKS –VISITING FAMILY

DOCTORS – HOSPITAL – SHOPPING

NEAR OR FAR, FRIENDLY RELIABLE
COMPETITIVE SERVICE

CALL US FOR A QUOTATION.  LADY DRIVER AVAILABLE.

Tel: 01258 858072 or 07886 825446
scottsprivatehire@gmail.com

( Licensed by East Dorset District Council )

Great selection of antiques, retro and shabby chic
furniture always in stock

We now offer a full house clearance service – contact
us for a no obligation quote

Open:
10-5 Fri & Sat, 10-4 Thurs, 10-2
Sunday & Bank Holiday Mondays

Senior citizens discount on Fridays
– a further 10% off purchases.
Offer excludes furniture and
electrical goods.

The high street and more
- behind one door!

BH Coffee Shop now open

Tel: 01258 857329 Email: kmsalvage@aol.com
www.middleditchsalvage.co.uk
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Parish Directory
The Bridge Parishes

Vicar: Revd. Carolyn Couzens (See pages 3 & 6)
Email: revcarolyncouzens@gmail.com
Carolyn tries to take Tuesdays as her day off.

01258 858353

Director of Music: Dr. Sally Plowright 01258 857528
Assistant organist: Mr. Paul Martin 07788 185048
Clerk to the Benefice: Mrs. Jan Standing
Office hours  Tues, Wed, Thurs only, 10am – 5 pm

Email: jan.standing@btopenworld.com

07973 766614

The Bridge: See page 3

Kingston Lacy Parish Church
Churchwarden: Mrs. Sue Smith 01202 888374
Churchwarden: Mrs. Carola Street 01202 848253
Deputy Churchwarden: Mrs. Jenny Ricketts 01202 888377
PCC Secretary: Mrs. Pam Francis 01202 888700
Treasurer: Mr. Alan Wakefield 01202 886280
Electoral Roll Officer: Miss K. Whitmore 01202 883727

Shapwick Parish Church
Churchwarden: Anne Tillin 01258 858208
Churchwarden: Vacant
Deputy Churchwarden: Janet Purchase 01258 857235
Treasurer: Christine Cosgrove 01258 858876
PCC Secretary: Alan Cosgrove 01258 858876
Verger: Vacant
Electoral Roll Officer: Janet Tory 01258 857531

Sturminster Marshall Parish Church
Churchwarden: Mrs. Liz Jones 01258 857076
Churchwarden: Mr. Rob Langdown 01202 841381
PCC Secretary: Mrs. Margaret Langdown 01202 841381
PCC Treasurer: Mr. Edward Warren 01258 857467
Verger: Vacant
Captain of the ringers: Mr M. Stickley 01202 021895
Electoral roll officer: Mrs J. Provan 01258 858296

Schools
Sturminster Marshall First School: Mr. A. Joyce 01258 857348
Sturminster Marshall Pre-school: Mrs Patsy Barnes 01258 858395
Pamphill First School: Mrs. Rachael Oliver 01202 883008
Pamphill Pre-School Nursery: Mrs. D. Gould 07415 473977
The Old School Shapwick Nursery: Ms. E. Praschma 01258 857922

Police
Police station (non emergency number) 101
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Hall Bookings
Old School, Sturminster Marshall: Mrs. Val Brown

Contact by email only, please, to: hall.mackrell@outlook.com
Memorial Hall, Sturminster Marshall: Mrs. K. Kollberg 07729 712428

Email: sturhallbookings@gmail.com
Pamphill Parish Hall: Mrs. Lindsay Hole

Email: pamphillparishhall@yahoo.com

Councillors
Dorset Councillor: Cllr. Mr Robin Cook 01202 889199

07968 265897
Sturminster Marshall Parish Council Chair: Miss Hilary Palmer 01258 857588
Sturminster Marshall Parish Council Clerk: Mrs. Alison Clothier

Email: sturminstermarshall@dorset-aptc.gov.uk
07469 780548

Pamphill & Shapwick Parish Council Chair: Mr. Philip Chissell 01202 883369
Pamphill & Shapwick Parish Council Clerk: Mrs. Lindsay Hole

Email: pamphillparishhall@yahoo.com

For Sturminster Marshall
Sturminster Marshall FC: Mr. D. Miller 01258 857314
Church Preservation Trust: Mrs. E. House 01258 857469
School Society: Mrs. P. Ross 01258 857373
Cricket Club: Mr. Ross Humphrey 01202 829522
WI Evening Secretary: Ms. Debi Peacock 07947 576716
Sports Association: Mr. R. Haysom 01258 857616
Gardening Club: Mrs. S. Crowfoot 01258 857606
Stour Valley Quilters and Craft Club: Mrs. Barbara Beaves 01258 858404
Scouts: Andy Thornton 07788 683422
Cubs: Mrs. G. Spong 01258 857799
Beavers: Mrs. A. Thornton 01202 625561
Brownies: Miss J. Hayter 01202 885309
Guides: Mrs .L. Seare 01929 459398
Rangers: Mrs. C. Browning-Smith 01202 888447
Rainbows: Mrs. C. Browning-Smith 01202 888447
Henbury Residents' Association: Mr. M. Soper 01258 857647
Homewatch Co-Ordinator: Mr. Adrian Holden 01258 858884
Sturminster Marshall Short Mat Bowls & Social Club: Mr. J. Case
CaseCase

01202 690718
Sturminster Marshall Village History Website 01258 857606

For Pamphill
Kingston Lacy Skittles Club: Mr. R. Frost 01202 883084
Kingston Lacy Cricket Club: Mr. S. Maine 07969 883814
Pamphill Pre-School: Mrs. D. Gould 07415 473977

For Shapwick
S.C.T. (Village Green): Jez Bragg 07813 925681
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