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THE BRIDGE
THE MAGAZINE FOR THE COMMUNITIES OF

STURMINSTER MARSHALL
KINGSTON LACY & SHAPWICK

A very Happy New Year to all our readers
from the Bridge committee.

January 2020
You can read The Bridge in colour on line at

www.bridgebeneficedorset.org – just follow the link.
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THE BRIDGE MAGAZINE
Bridge Publications is an agency of the benefice which includes the parishes of
Sturminster Marshall, Shapwick and Kingston Lacy.  It is financially independent of the
sponsoring parishes: its revenue comes from advertising fees and fund raising
activities. Our Chairman is Barry Johnson, our Editor is Tony Cross and our
Advertising Manager is Liz York.

Articles:
Contributions are welcome from all sectors of the community served by the parishes.
Please email your article, which should be prepared on A5 (NOT A4 OR Letter
PLEASE) size pages, in MS Word (.doc or .docx) or Works (.wps), or  it can
be a .jpg file or .pdf file, to the Editor at tcenator@gmail.com
You will receive a reply.  If you do not receive a reply, please make enquiries.
If you have no email then please print your copy and send it to Court House,
Cowgrove, BH21 4EL, making it clear on the envelope that this is for the Editor of
The Bridge.

The deadline for articles for the next issue is the 15th of the month so that
the finished magazine can be sent to the printers on the 17th.

Advertisements:
If you would like to place a commercial advertisement then please submit it by email
to bridgeadvertising@outlook.com Please do not send any
advertisements to the Editor.
If you need help with producing your advert you may contact Liz by post at
7 Parkelea, Sturminster Marshall, BH21 4DG (marking the envelope Bridge
Advertising) or by phone at 01258 857528. We will then be in touch.  Please call
01258 857528 if you do not get an acknowledgement, and ask for Liz.  This is the
contact number for all advertising enquiries.
The deadline for adverts to Liz for the next issue is the 12th of the month.

Inserts: Your loose leaf inserts or flyers can also be delivered with The Bridge for a
charge of £30.  Please provide 1020 copies of your leaflet, in banded bundles of 100,
folded to A5 size, if larger, to our Benefice Clerk, Jan Standing by the 23rd of the
month.  Jan’s telephone number is 07973 766614.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you follow up any advertisement could you please
mention that you saw it in The Bridge

The Bridge is printed by CMP UK, www.cmp-uk.com, tel: 01202 739993.

10.00am to 10.30am
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Bridge Magazine Grants

Various groups & schools throughout the Bridge Parishes have been
given grants from the Bridge Magazine fund.
These are:
Sturminster Marshall Football (Youth),
Pamphill 1st School,
Senior Lunch Club (Sturminster Marshall),
Pamphill Pre-School,
Benefice Choir & Friends,
Sturminster Marshall 1st School,
Tea and Toddlers,
Horserenity,
Shapwick Community Trust (SCT),
Blandford Forum Railway Club.
If your group would like to apply for a grant then please contact Jan
Standing on 07973 766614 or email: jan.standing@btopenworld.com.

************************************************************************************
NOTICES

If you require the services of a priest urgently, please contact Rev’d.
Carolyn Couzens (Priest in Charge of the Bridge & Lower Stour
Parishes) on Tel: 01258 858353.
Email: revcarolyncouzens@gmail.com

Enquiries for Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals please contact in the
first instance:
Rev’d. Carolyn Couzens – Tel: 01258 858353.
Email: revcarolyncouzens@gmail.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
In Memory of Mary Sutton

The family would like to thank most sincerely all family and friends who attended
Mary’s funeral service. Also, for the kind messages of sympathy, cards of
condolence and generous donations made for the benefit of the Sturminster
Marshall Lunch Club and the St. Mary’s Bell Tower Fund in memory of Mary.
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From The Church
Dear Friends,
Happy New year! I hope it’s a good one for you.
December was a very busy month in the church. It was a delight to welcome so many
people to our Christmas Church services, thank you to everyone who came. It was a
joy to have you with us.
Many members of the church community also worked extremely hard too - to make
the Christmas celebrations a success - and I’m very grateful to each one of them.
After the activity of December, January always seems a much quieter month. It gives
us a welcome chance to slow down and take a deep breath.
As the calendar turns, once more we’re at a place of new beginnings; maybe new
resolutions too. Although of course the challenges, concerns and crises we faced in
2019 within our families, communities and world are not magically wiped away as the
new year begins.
I love this quote from a poem written in 1908 and offer it to you at the start of 2020:
I said to the man who stood at the Gate of the Year: ‘Give me a light that I may tread safely
into the unknown.’
And he replied: ‘Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God. That
shall be to you better than light, and safer than a known way.’ By Minnie Louise Haskins
Wishing you a peaceful and joyful year ahead,

Carolyn

Rev’d Carolyn Couzens
Priest-in-Charge, The Bridge and Lower Stour Benefice
Email: revcarolyncouzens@gmail.com Tel: 01258 858353
www.bridgebeneficedorset.org.uk
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9369
www.facebook.com/LowerStourBenefice

From the Registers:
Holy Baptism:
Zendaya Prociak-Lyndon
Evie Clark

May God, who has received them by baptism into his church,
pour upon them the riches of his grace

Funeral:
Sheila Rowlands

May she rest in peace and rise in glory.
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St. Mary’s Church, Sturminster Marshall
100 Club Lottery

The December 2019 numbers and winners were:

Main draw Bonus Draw
72 £50 Sue and Steve Eaton 2 £50 Derek and Jane Rees,
151 £30 Mike Stickley 11 £30 Nina Hitchens,
125 £20 Roger House 134 £20 Jim Simmonds.

Congratulations to all the winners for this month.

There are still a few NUMBERS left for 2020.
If you would like start taking part, please contact one of the people listed below.

Liz Jones: 49 Railway Drive, Sturminster Marshall, BH21 4DQ. 01258 857076,
Karen Royles: 1 Parkfield, Newton Road, Sturminster Marshall. 07761 867738,
Ernie Turner: 14 Kings Street, Sturminster Marshall, BH21 4BN. 01258 857018.
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A big thank you to Jackie, Elaine, Liz, Pete, Ed, Stella, Rose, Gladys, John, Stan,
Debi, Phil Steve, Nick and David, who all participated in the Ride and Stride for
the Dorset Historic Churches Trust, on behalf of St. Mary’s, on what was a
beautiful sunny day. They managed to raise £1,841, which was a great result,
coming third in the County for most money raised. In front of them were
Sherborne Abbey and Christchurch Priory two large Parishes.
£892.55 has come back to the Parish to spend on the fabric of the Church.

Sonia Cade, Parish Organiser.
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TIVOLI Theatre
BOX OFFICE & ENQUIRIES  01202 885566 www.tivoliwimborne.co.uk

JANUARY FILMS Tickets can be purchased in advance.

6th – 8th Le Mans 66 (12A) 7.30pm,
10th “ “ “ 2.30pm.
9th Present Laughter (12A) 7.pm, £13.50,

recorded screening from The Old Vic.
12th Andre Rieu: 70 Years young 5pm, £16.50,

recorded screening.
13th – 15th Knives Out (12A) 7.30pm,

“ “ 1.30pm.
20th – 22nd Cats (cert tba) 7.30pm,

“ 12.30.
27th, 28th Little Women (PG) 7.30pm,
30th “ “ 1.30pm.

JANUARY SHOWS
1st – 5th Jan Dick Whittington £16.50, <16 £13, 1 in 10 free,

See dates and times below:-
Wednesday 1st January 4:00pm,
Thursday 2nd January No Shows,
Friday 3rd January 2:00pm 7:00pm (Adults Only!),
Saturday 4th January 2:00pm 7:00pm (Adults Only!),
Sunday 5th January 2:00pm.
10th Whole Lotta Led 8pm, £21.
11th Michael starring Ben 7.30pm, £21.
16th The Gary Fletcher Band 7.30pm, 1£8.50.
17th The British Carpenters 7.30pm, £22.50.
19th Judy Collins 5pm, £25/£35.
23rd Deborah Bonham 7.30pm, £18.
24th ELO Experience 7.30pm, £25.
25th Into the Groove: 7.30pm, £25,

The ultimate tribute to Madonna.
29th Roger Chapman: Family and Friends 7.30pm, £28.
30th, 31st Jim Davidson 7.30pm, £25,

His new show!

Watch out for more great films and acts coming next month.
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Louise - Unisex Hairstylist
53 Churchill Close, Sturminster Marshall.

Open Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 9.30 - 3,
Thursday all day.

Please call for an appointment.
07731 426097

LADIES
If you’re handy with a needle, be it knitting or to sew,

If your standard’s very high or even very low,
PLEASE come along and join us, we’re a very friendly crowd,

You can learn to do some crafty things of which you’d be so proud.
MONDAY at the Memorial Hall we’ll see you there at 2,

£2.00 with refreshments, there’s nothing nicer you could do.
For more information please ring Anne Weller - 01258 857046

Shapwick Acoustic Sessions
Great music.

Great venue - Saxon church – St. Bartholomew's.
Great acoustics.

Great value - £10 on the door, £8 in advance.
Pop-bar. Alcoholic, non-alcoholic drinks.

Profits going to church refurbishment.
For further details of past concerts and future dates see:

https://www.facebook.com/ShapwickSessions/
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Samba!
On Tuesday 3rd December, the children of Stags Class (Year 3/4)
performed a samba concert. The children have been learning to
play samba music in weekly lessons with Mr Whitmarsh from the
Dorset Music Service. These lessons are part of a Government
funded programme to ensure that every child between the ages
of 7 – 11 gets the chance to begin learning a musical instrument.
The concert was the culmination of a ten week musicianship
programme.
During the programme, the children have been learning about key
musical concepts such as rhythm, beat and pitch. They have been
putting these ideas into practice using the samba instruments,
for example, the surdo, agogo bells, tamborim and ganza. The
children have described the lesson programme as ‘fun’,
‘spectacular’, ‘excellent’, ‘exciting’ and ‘fantastic’.
Year 1 and 2 children joined the parents and families of the
Stags class children to enjoy what was a memorable, vibrant
concert. This is the third time that Mr Whitmarsh has taught
samba to Pamphill children and each time he gets the very best
out of them.
13 of the children in Stags class have signed up for the music
programme continuation over the next two terms. In groups of 4
or 5, they will be learning to play the flute.

PAMPHILL CE VC FIRST SCHOOL
Pamphill Green, Wimborne, Dorset, BH21 4EE

01202 883008 office@pamphill.org
Head of School: Mrs R Oliver
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Computer Problems ?
MJB Solutions
Friendly,  reliable, professional computer specialist.
Services provided include
Hardware repairs and upgrades
Performance improvement if your machine has “slowed down”
PC & network security
Spyware & virus removal – anti virus and firewall review
Software upgrades, installation and configuration
Data recovery after disk failure - business data, pictures, music files,

etc.
Tuition
New - Broken screen replacement for tablets, iPads and iPhones

I operate a NO FIX NO FEE policy and my work is guaranteed.
Call us on 07808 943146 or 01258 858232

Email me at martin.john.brook@gmail.com

MINSTER
BUILDING

Reliable and Experienced
General Builders

EXTENSIONS,
ALTERATIONS,

CONSERVATORY BASES,
PATIOS, PATHS,
GARDEN WALLS

07736 651192
01258 858360

www.minsterbuilding.co.uk
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Hyde Lodge, Hyde, Wareham BH20 7NX

Tanker Hire Septic Tank – Cesspit Emptying Waste Carrier
●Local Service ●Friendly Advice ●Professionalism Guaranteed ●Competitive Prices

FOR A PERSONAL SERVICE CALL
T: 01929 550928  +  F: 01929 554565  +  M: 07719 382720

AND TALK TO A LOCAL PERSON

1st Sturminster Marshall Brownies are looking for new recruits.
We meet on a Tuesday evening between 5.45pm and 7pm at the

Memorial Hall.

Does your daughter enjoy doing lots of different activities, including crafts, baking,
making new friends or meeting up with friends, working towards badges?

Is your daughter 7-10 years old, would they like to come along for a visit to see
what we do, etc.

The Brownies have been part of the village for 53 years and it would be a shame
for it to be lost, so we need more girls. If your daughter is interested please

contact us for further details.

I look forward to hearing from you.
Brown Owl (Judith Hayter) 01202 885309 or email

judith.hayter@btinternet.com



17

From The Cook

Once again the Editor has asked for an infill, so here goes.

I thought I would give you some hearty soup recipes for this winter season.
Nowadays we have so many gadgets which make life so much easier, like mini
blenders and stick blenders.

Our favourite is Parsnip soup, as it is sweet and healthy.

For four people you will need the following:
1 lb parsnips, peeled and well chopped (by one of the above),
1 medium sized onion, peeled and chopped ,
1 tablespoon of oil, 2 pts chicken stock (from cubes),
Salt and pepper.
Heat the oil in a pan and soften the onions.  Add  the stock and veg. and cook till
soft.  Add  water and  bring to the boil and stir.  Cover and simmer for about 5
mins, then season to taste.  Use a stick blender to puree it.
Now pour into bowls or mugs and enjoy.  Any left over can be frozen.

Mushroom Soup Again for four people.
You need
1 lb mushrooms washed and chopped as above,
2 Medium size onions  peeled and chopped,
1 tablespoon of oil,
1 pint of chicken stock (from a cube if used),
Salt and pepper.
Follow the method as above.
Some people like a thick soup, in which case grate a medium sized potato in with
the rest of the veg,

This basic recipe can be used for any soup.

Another we like is Curried Courgette soup which has that slight extra ‘kick’ for
the cold winter days.
Also Leek and Potato is a good filling one.

Some recipes add all kinds of herbs or spices, but if the veg. are good, I think
these trimmings are quite unnecessary.

I hope you have a go and enjoy them.

The Cook
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Pamphill & Shapwick Parish Council
Meeting Dates – 2019/20

Tuesday 21st January 2020 - 7.30pm, Pamphill

Tuesday 17th March 2020 - 7.30pm, Pamphill

Tuesday 19th May 2020 - 7.30pm, Shapwick AGM & ASM (at the Church)

Come and join us for a 10 minute Parishioners Question Time
at the beginning of each meeting.

Visit our website for meeting minutes and up to date contact details:
https://sites.google.com/site/pamphillshapwickparishcouncil



19



20

Forthcoming Events
at the Old School,

Sturminster Marshall
www.mackrellcharity.org.uk

Film Society at the Old School
the season continues on January 9th with

‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ - Dir. Max Reinhardt
Check website for details. Membership £25 for 6 monthly showings

*************************************************
Play reading group- 13th January at 2pm

‘The Cherry Orchard’ by Anton Chekhov. Scripts incl.
For more information contact Fiona at members.mackrell@outlook.co.uk

************************************************
Bridge -Thursday mornings 10am-1pm.

The Pay and Play sessions continue - Cost £2 to incl. coffee and biscuits.
Monthly revision sessions with Terry - cost £4 to include coffee and

biscuits.
Contact Katy Norman 01258 857081 for more information or email the

charity at history.mackrell@outlook.com
***************************************

Discovery Café – Monday 20th January at 2.30pm.
‘Haigh and the Acid Bath Murders’ by Paul Stickler

Cost is £5 on the door to include tea/coffee + cake
******************************************

The current series of Mackrell Lectures continues
on Saturday 25thJanuary at 2.30pm

with ‘Henry V’ by Professor Anne Curry
*************************************

We now have a substantial Village Archive on the website - just click ‘SM Village archive’
button on the village history page to access photos, videos, etc.
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Sturminster Marshall Evening WI

Have you every thought about joining the Women’s Institute but felt it was too
old fashioned?  We are so much more than ‘Jam and Jerusalem’ – why not come
along to one of our meetings and find out for yourself.  You will be surprised at
what our group has to offer.  It’s a great way to make friends and learn different
things.

Our 2019 programme includes Mollie Dancing, Make-up advice, Tai
Chi, Social History of Tea Drinking, History of Handbags, Crafts and
much more.

We meet on the 3rd Thursday of the month at The Old School Hall, (next to the
Red Lion) Sturminster Marshall, at 7.30 p.m.

For more information please contact Heather Trenchard on 07974 095113 or
Sturminstermewi@gmail.com.
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Parkfield Cottage
Parkfield, Newton Road
Sturminster Marshall

Mike and Karen Royles
01258 857804

Holiday cottage for rent.

Parkfield Cottage is a fully furnished self-contained cosy cottage
on the edge of the village.  The cottage sleeps 4 plus cot and

benefits from central heating, a wood-burning stove, TV and fully
fitted kitchen including microwave.

Own secluded garden and patio plus off road parking.
Weekly rates, short breaks or just overnight deals available.

Open all year round.  Call us for more details.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

* Local Farm Shop * Anousta * Sonnaz
* Renowned Butchers * The Nest * Wimborne Picture Framing
* Relaxing Café / Restaurant * The Feed Store * RO-ZEL

* Happy Stitcher * Hair Design
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David Allen: Manipulative therapist,
(trained at The British School of Osteopathy).

Treating back and neck problems, sports injuries and general aches and pains.
Appointments available in evenings and at weekends.
Tel No. 01258 858675. Chapel Cottage, Shapwick, DT11 9LA, (opposite The
Anchor). Quote The Bridge on your first appointment to get a £5 reduction.
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A Personal View: Vera Ricketts

Well, another year has gone, with much woe and sadness, but if you
remember the good times it will help you through the bad times.

What a month December has been! Lovely sunsets and some wonderful
sunrises.  I did try to photo some but they did not look as beautiful as the
real thing. I do love these days, with also the wonderful moon we have
seen. Just as I remember those as a child. Cold dry days with wonderful
sunsets.

I remember when I was small we had fires and we sat in front of them but
had cold backs! When we went to bed, I did not like to take off my warm
clothes to put on cold ones even with a hot waterbottle! One night I
thought I would just get into bed with my day clothes on, so I could just
jump out in the morning ready for school. Did it work, yes, but my sister
caught me and told Gran, so that was my idea gone! Gran always said it
was more healthy to be cold all term.

The goats are very happy in their 5-star houses, but they are very noisy,
bleating loudly for their nuts all the time! They now have sweet hay. They
are looking well and are trying to see who can shout the loudest, but there
is no contest, Boris is the loudest.

They are all doing well, but one night when Ed came home from work he
went to see if all was well, but did not turn on the main light, only using a
torch which he shone in to check. He should have seen four there, but
saw six, so he put the main light on and found that the old door between
the pens had been broken down, so he had to go in and get the two
intruders out and back into their proper place.

Someone always has to be top dog! Even when they were outside, they
would head-butt each other through the fence, so Ed was always having to
mend the fence.

We are still waiting for the new babies to arrive this year.
Vera
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Special days for precious little people

Children from 3 months to 6 years
The Old School Nursery (Shapwick) Ltd.

West Street, Shapwick, Blandford Forum, Dorset.
DT11 9LB

Proprietor: Ewa Praschma
Email: info@theoldschoolnursery.com

www.theoldschoolnursery.com

Independent Drainage
Professional Sewage Treatment

Solutions - 24/7 SERVICE
Servicing, Maintaining, Upgrading and

Installing All Makes of Sewage
Treatment. Plants & Pumps Across The

South.

Sewage Treatment Plant Servicing
From £85 + Vat.

Sewage Treatment Plants from £4000 +
Vat Installed.

Septic Tanks Inc Drainage Field from
£2500 + Vat Installed.

Drainage Fields / Soak-Aways from
£1000 + Vat installed.

Contact us today for a free no
obligation site visit.

FREEPHONE: 0800 013 1301
enquiries@independentdrainage.co.uk

www.independentdrainage.co.uk

Special days for precious little people

Children from 3 months to 6 years
The Old School Nursery (Shapwick) Ltd.

West Street, Shapwick, Blandford Forum, Dorset.
DT11 9LB

Proprietor: Ewa Praschma
Email: info@theoldschoolnursery.com

www.theoldschoolnursery.com

28
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Thanks from all the team.
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Readings for January 2020

5th Jan
Christmas 2
(White)

Jeremiah 31: 7-14
Ephesians 1: 3-14
John 1: (1-9) 10-18

12th Jan
The Baptism of Christ
(White/Gold)

Isaiah 42: 1-9
Acts 10: 34-43
Matthew 3: 13-17

19th Jan
Epiphany 2
(White/Green)

Isaiah 49: 1-7
1 Corinthians 1: 1-9
John 1: 29-42

26th Jan
Epiphany 3
(White/Green)

Isaiah 9: 1-4
1 Corinthians 1: 10-18
Matthew 4: 12-23

N.B. Readings are for the main parish Eucharist and are correct at date of Publication –
any changes will be notified.  Readings for all other services will be notified.
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CS PLANT HIRE
of Lytchett Matravers

Mini Diggers & Dumpers
at very competitive rates
Can also provide Driver

No delivery Charge for local
area

Contact Chris on
07887 997399

A. White
Painter & Decorator

Excellent professional service
 33 years experience
 Interior & exterior decorating
 No job too small
 Very reliable service
 Top standard of workmanship
 Fully insured

Call Adrian on:
Tel: 01258 268735

Mob: 07718 370024

Deliveries by appointment

Flowers & gifts for all occasions

Please feel free to pop in
& have a browse

Open 9-5 Monday to Friday
9-2 Saturday

www.justaddflowers.co.uk

01202 699557

Flowers & gifts for all occasions

Please feel free to pop in
& have a browse

Open 9-5 Monday to Friday
9-2 Saturday

www.justaddflowers.co.uk

01202 699557
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

English Usage, a personal view by Michael Evans

Predictive text – also known as “Autocorrect.” A cautionary tale.

How much do you rely on this for texting with your phone or computer feature
of phones and word processing apps, also known as “Autocorrect”?

It can save time, but if you don’t bother to check what you have typed, you could
cause confusion, as happened in the case of a man who received this text message:

“Hi Frank, this is Ian next door. I ought to have told you before but I could never get
round to it. I have to confess a guilty secret, that I have been sharing your wife for the
past three months. I hope you will accept my apologies, as I feel quite guilty about it. I’ve
got my own now so I promise it won’t happen again.”

Frank went indoors to find his wife, but she was out. He poured himself a stiff
whisky and worked himself up into a rage, ready to confront her.
Then he saw he had another e-mail from Ian. It read
“Sorry about the typo. For wife, please read wifi. I expect you worked that out?”

Last month’s anagram. Fish soup from COWHERD?  CHOWDER
This month’s anagram:  WIDE NERD CRAP – embarrassed royalty?
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STURMINSTER MARSHALL PARISH  JOTTINGS – January
www.sturminstermarshall-pc.gov.uk

We would like to wish all parishioners a very Happy New Year.

No doubt we will see many more changes within the new unitary authority this
year, as they produce the Corporate Plan. Parish Budget and precept information
will be in the February Jottings.

The Playpark remedial works are now finished. We just need to purchase some
new equipment for the smaller children.

This year celebrates the 75th Anniversary of the end of WW2. VE Day
celebrations are taking place on the weekend of Friday 8th May. Are there any
volunteers or organisations willing to take on organising celebrations in the
Parish? There is a timetable of events which are taking place, and this can be
found at www.veday75.org .

The lease on Bartons Ground has now expired, and is back in the hands of Eton
College. The College have now employed an asset management company to
manage this land.  We have held a meeting with them. They have asked if the
Parish would like a Community / sports facility, or if they could provide the Parish
with anything else. As you can imagine they would like to build on some of this
land, as they have to be seen to get the best return for it. In the meantime they
have offered to lease the land back to the Parish. We have to remember this is
Green Belt land at present, and is not on the Plan to be lifted, but that is not to
say it will not. The College are exploring the future of the site and the Parish
Council will consult the community on any ideas they put forward.
A new service to help unpaid carers has been launched in Dorset, and based in
Ferndown. If you are an unpaid carer and would like help, support or advice they
can be contacted. on Freephone 08003688349 or
www.carersupportdorset.co.uk

Recent Plans received:
3/19/2303/TCA Almer Manor, West Almer

Access To West Almer Farm Profell Cottage Almer Manor Lane,
Winterborne Zelston, Blandford Forum, Dorset, DT11 9EP .
T1, T2, T3, T6 Leylandi hedge, T7 & T8 Macrocarpa Fell.

3/19/2212/TTPO Forest Hill House, Rushall Lane, Corfe Mullen.
T1 Beech: Fell to ground level.
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STURMINSTER MARSHALL SHORT MAT BOWLS AND SOCIAL CLUB

We are currently looking for new members, no experience necessary  We pride
ourselves as being a very sociable, friendly and non-League Club; our aim is to have fun
and enjoy our game.
The Club plays on the following days:-

Monday afternoons 2.00pm – 5.00pm,
Thursday evenings 6.15pm – 9.15pm,

All sessions are held in the Sturminster Marshall Memorial Hall.
It is a great sport for all ages and we would welcome some younger players, so do come
along.  The club owns several sets of bowls and these can be lent to players who do not
have their own, but they must remain on the premises.  Completely flat shoes must be
worn on the mats.
We are a mixed club and we do not compete in leagues, so the emphasis is on pleasure
and not pressure.  We do join other local clubs for just friendly matches.
INTERESTED? – come along, your first three sessions will be free, so give it a try.
For information telephone:- John on 01202 690718 or Jean on 01258 857308.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Red Lion Inn
Church Street, Sturminster Marshall, Dorset

Tel:  01258 857319
www.redlionsturminstermarshall.co.uk

Under New Management

Come say hello
Why not come in and try our new winter menu

& daily specials including fresh fish, we cater for everyone
including gluten free, vegan and vegetarians.

We are offering a 2 course set menu from £12.00 or 3 course from £14.00
We also have new seasonal ales and ciders on tap.

There is a lovely secluded beer garden.
We have Quiz nights on the first Tuesday of the month with

Ashley Hooper @ 8pm with a maximum of 6 people to a team @ £2.00 per head
We are now doing freshly baked rustic sourdough Pizza’s to eat in or take away.

Please see our website for details on the Christmas menu.  We are now taking bookings
for your Christmas parties or lunch on Christmas Day.

We look forward to welcoming you.
Dave, Louise and the Team
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Portmore Electrical Ltd are a Napit, Electric Safe, Trustmark and ECS approved
Electrical Inspecting and Contracting Company based in Dorset who specialise in:

 Domestic, Agricultural, Industrial & Commercial Installations
 Electrical Installation Condition Reports
 Rewires and Repairs
 Fire & Security Systems
 Lighting Design & Installation
 Consumer Unit Replacements
 Fault Finding & 24 Hour Call Out
 Fully Insured & Qualified to BS 7671

For further details or a free no obligation quotation please call
Portmore Electrical on 01258 458794 or 07917 776252

Email: admin@portmoreelectrical.co.uk
Website: www.portmoreelectrical.co.uk

BILL HUSSEY
TELECOM


50+ YEARS EXPERIENCE
EX BT SPECIALIST

WAVE105 top trade person 2009
Registered with Dorset Trading
Standard’s ‘Buy with confidence

scheme’
TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS

BROADBAND SPEED OPTIMISED
FULL FAULTING SERVICE

FULLY INSURED QUALITY WORK
BT STANDARDS AND ABOVE

FREE FRIENDLY ADVICE
Please contact BILL HUSSEY:
01258 458345 / 07736 642733

www.billhussey.com

Qualified Arborist, Professional
tree care and hedge cutting.

For a free quotation tel.
Brian Hennessy

01258 857529 or 07773 024008

QUALIFIED ARBORIST,
PROFESSIONAL TREE CARE

AND HEDGE CUTTING



40



41



42

Sturminster Marshall Evening WI
By the time you read this Christmas will be over and the New Year well underway.
SMEWI would like to wish you all a very happy, healthy and peaceful 2020.  We would
love new members to join us so perhaps one of your resolutions would be to come
along to a meeting to see what we are all about. You might be pleasantly surprised.
At our November meeting we were given a demonstration by Catherine Nix, on how
to make a Christmas door wreath.  Catherine explained how she used to be a nurse
but feels she has now found her true calling.  Using only dried flowers and natural
products she creates beautiful items to bring nature into the home.  If you would like
to find out more, you can view her beautiful hand made products including wreaths
and garlands on her website, www.myscentedhome.co.uk. The base for the
wreath she demonstrated was a 14” circular copper frame, with sphagnum moss
wrapped around the frame, held in place with floristry wire making sure it was well
bound.  She attached sprigs of Christmas tree foliage on to the base and decorated it
with items such as dried fruit, pine cones and cinnamon sticks, positioned in groups of
three.  She then finished the whole thing off with some pheasant feathers.  Our ladies
were very impressed with the result which was beautifully festive.  The list of items
that can be used is endless and Catherine said she would be using dried hydrangea
heads and peacock feathers in her own wreath this year.  I think many of our
members will be giving this a go this year.
Our walking netball team continues to flourish.  On 4th December, Child Okeford
very kindly invited us to play them in the inaugural Walking Netball ‘Friendly’
Christmas tournament.  There were 3 teams the third being a mix of SMEWI and
Child Okeford players, so we had a round robin mini tournament, which I can happily
report we won by one goal.

The skittles team had some mixed results but competed well.  They won two and lost
two matches which means that Wool WI are going forward to the next round.
Thanks to Lesley for organising the skittles and to the 12 members who made up our
team on different match dates.  Everyone enjoyed themselves and would like to play
again next year.  A special thank you to Denise who went along to every match to
support the team.
Our January meeting is a social get together, so please feel free to join us at 7.30 p.m.
on 16th in The Old School Hall, opposite St .Mary’s Church.
Follow us on our new website
www.sturminstermarshalleveningwi.weebly.com
or our Facebook page Sturminster Marshall Evening WI.

Gladys Quick – SMEWI
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MINSTER PROBUS CLUB OF WIMBORNE

Founded 1988

Our club comprises retired or semi-retired men who have held a position of
responsibility during their professional life.  We meet at the well-appointed
Hamworthy Club in Canford Magna, near Wimborne, on the first
Wednesday of the month.  Before lunch, we are entertained by speakers,
who cover a full and interesting range of subjects.  In addition, our club holds
social functions and arranges visits and other activities, involving wives and
partners, throughout the year.

But above all, we are a friendly club with a great spirit and a warm welcome
to new members.  If you would like to learn more about us, please contact
Don Martin on 01258 857795 or by email at don.martin@btinternet.com
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Happy new year from all of us at Sturminster Marshall Pre-school.

We had a very busy December. The children enjoyed lots of Christmas crafts
including making their tree decoration for the Christmas tree festival at St. Mary’s
church.  The glitter has been out and we’re still finding it everywhere even now!

Our Christmas nativity was a huge success, with all children taking part, singing
and dressing up.  They did a superb job.

The children had great fun at their Christmas party.  Party games, Christmas
crafts, party food and, of course, Father Christmas!

January brings the new P.E. Sessions for our rising 5’s.  This is perfect for ensuring
a smooth transition into school and helps with school readiness.

If you have a child aged between 2 and school age, please contact us to discuss
our setting and your needs for childcare. We are a small, friendly setting and have
both local children and children from further afield attending.

The Pre-school is open
Monday to Friday 9.00am to 3.00pm

St. Margaret’s Chapel,
Pamphill

Book of Common Prayer
HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE
11a.m. with Hymns, each Friday.

Coffee or Tea following the
service.
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Got NO CARES?
or

Do you feel that NOBODY CARES?
Well, WE DO!

Come and join us on Sunday mornings at 10:30 in the Memorial Hall
for a friendly, no frills service and meet ordinary people just like you.
We’d like to get to know you.

New Life Bible Church
Sturminster Marshall

07919 808210

NLBC is a member of the International Federation of Christian Churches (IFCC).
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Action Fraud
Courier fraud warning after couple scammed by criminals posing as police officers.
Wiltshire police are urging people to be vigilant after a couple were defrauded by
scammers posing as police officers.
The couple were contacted over the phone by a man who claimed to be a police officer
investigating fraud.
He told them that someone had attempted to use their bank card fraudulently and even told
them to dial 999 to speak to their local force.
But, he kept the line open, meaning the victims were still speaking to the fraudsters.
The victims then followed the instructions of the criminals, still believing they were police
officers, and withdrew a large amount of cash, which was collected by someone pretending to
be a courier.

Det. Constable Emma Wood, from Swindon CID, said this case showed how convincing and
persuasive these types of fraudsters can be.
She said: "The victims in this case genuinely believed they were speaking to police officers and
that they needed to cooperate with their requests or they could lose more money to
fraudsters or even be arrested for perverting the course of justice.”
"This is why it is so important that we remind people of the simple steps they can take to avoid
being scammed in this way.”
"Please remember, a police officer would never ask you to withdraw money and give it to
them. They would also be able to meet you face-to-face and show you ID, and would be happy
for you to verify their credentials by calling 101.”
"If you receive a suspicious phone call then please hang up the phone and report it. Don't feel
worried about appearing rude, it is better to be safe than sorry."
She added: "We would also like to urge people to speak to their friends and family members
about these types of cases, particularly those who are elderly or vulnerable - we want to
protect as many people as possible."
Protect yourself

Your bank or the police will never call you to ask you to verify your personal details or
PIN by phone or offer to pick up your card by courier. Hang up if you get a call like this.
If you need to call your bank back to check, wait five minutes; fraudsters may stay on the
line after you hang up. Alternatively, use a different line altogether to call your bank.
Your debit or credit card is yours – don’t let a stranger take it off you. You should
only ever have to hand it over at your bank. If it’s cancelled, you should destroy it
yourself.

Spot the signs
Someone claiming to be from your bank or local police force calls you to tell you about
fraudulent activity but is asking you for personal information or even your PIN to verify
who you are.
They’re offering you to call back so you can be sure they’re genuine, but when you try to
return the call there’s no dial tone.
They try to offer you peace of mind by having somebody pick up the card for you to save
you the trouble of having to go to your bank or local police station.
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Handsome Hollies - by Lys de Bray

After the (Christmas) ball is over you can mark time for a few minutes in the garden
- but only for a few minutes. Go round with a notebook and pen and make a to-do
list, it will be longer than you thought.  Now is the time to plant some evergreens for
winter interest, they will add vitality among the quiet brown.  I am hopefully
assuming that you had a late-autumn tidy-up, so the ground is now clear and just
waiting for new additions.  Before you go to the nursery/garden centre, draw a plan
of your garden to show paths, borders, which way the sun shines and draw in your
proposed additions.  Of course, there are many other evergreens than holly, but let's
stick with one species for the moment.  Hollies come in many shapes and shades of
plain green or sparkling variegation which draws the eye, especially when the sun
comes after rain to make them glint and glitter.  They are usually slow-growing and
they can be `topiarised' into satisfying shapes such as lollipops, balls and pyramids.
Their leaves can be smooth and entire with never a spike or they can be as fiercely
spiny as a porcupine with their yule-tide red berries a vital part of the seasonal
decor, though there are uncommon varieties with yellow, orange, white or black
berries if you want to get away from red.

Hollies are dioecious, needing male and female plants to be reasonably near to each
other for fruiting (berries).  The following tiny selection is just the tip of the prickle,
so to speak and among the best is red-berried Ilex aquifolium 'Handsworth New
Silver' (female) which has pleasing cream-edged blue-green leaves.  The foliage of Ilex
x altclarensis `Golden King' (female) - yes, really! has broad golden-yellow leaf-margins
and red berries and is good next to our native plain green Ilex aquifolium: look for a
certified male to do its essential job.  If you're planning a holly walk, plant Ilex
aquifolium 'Silver Queen' (confusingly, it's male !) has white-edged green leaves for a
contrast. Ilex aquifolium `Bacciflava' is female with yellow berries.  Generally the birds
come last to yellow berries of any kind, so these may still be on the branches if you
plant a Witch-Hazel Ramamelis mollis - nearby with its scented spidery yellow flowers.
Ilex aquifolium `Ferox', the Hedgehog Holly, is dark green and fiercely spiny.

Hollies do best in good soil enriched annually with humus and full sun is best for
variegated kinds.  If the trees are to be clipped regularly, prepare the ground well
before planting.  Clip hedges in early spring, trim shapes in early summer and water
well in dry summers for about two years.  If siting them each side of a gateway check
the ultimate spread and plant accordingly, it's sad to have to keep nipping bits off to
allow unscratched passage.  Hollies do not move well, so you might have to consider
allowing the trees to grow up to form a clear-stemmed canopy.  Or move the gate.
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PC PROBLEMS?
Is It Slowing down, Stopping

sometimes,
or just Not going?

Problems with Spyware,
Viruses, or the stuff the Kids

put on.
Do you need help loading or

configuring software or maybe
a little bit of tuition.
Call Badg @ Cadet
on 01258 858066.

I can often talk you through the
problem and save a visit.

£10 for the call.

HIRE
PAMPHILL PARISH HALL

FOR YOUR EVENT
Contact: Lindsay Hole

at
pamphillparishhall@yahoo.com

This magazine accepts
no responsibility for
the products and
services advertised.

All adverts are
accepted and published
in good faith.

Payments made by
advertisers contribute
to the cost of
publishing this
magazine.
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D.W CRANE
GENERAL BUILDER
Over 20 years experience

Specialising in brickwork, blockwork,
porches, driveways,

conservatories, patios
and decking.

Also: Internal & external decorating,
landscaping and

gardens.

Tel: 01258 454104 OR 07835 112802

Professional & Reliable service
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Halcyon Motors is a friendly, family run, local business.  We buy all
cars, bikes campers, etc. for cash at a time to suit you.  Trading in
elsewhere?  We can usually offer more...  And we will happily come to
you.
Buying? Visit www.halcyonmotors.co.uk for “warts and all”
descriptions & photos of the current stock.  Part ex. welcome.
Warranties on all cars.
Call: Don MacLeod on 01258 839209 or 07782 189555
(Mon-Sun 8am - 9pm)
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Scott’s Private Hire
NEED A LIFT

AIRPORT – DOCKS –VISITING FAMILY

DOCTORS – HOSPITAL – SHOPPING

NEAR OR FAR, FRIENDLY RELIABLE
COMPETITIVE SERVICE

CALL US FOR A QUOTATION.  LADY DRIVER AVAILABLE.

Tel: 01258 858072 or 07886 825446
scottsprivatehire@gmail.com

( Licensed by East Dorset District Council )

Great selection of antiques, retro and shabby chic
furniture always in stock

We now offer a full house clearance service – contact
us for a no obligation quote

Open:
10-5 Fri & Sat, 10-4 Thurs, 10-2
Sunday & Bank Holiday Mondays

Senior citizens discount on Fridays
– a further 10% off purchases.
Offer excludes furniture and
electrical goods.

The high street and more
- behind one door!

BH Coffee Shop now open

Tel: 01258 857329 Email: kmsalvage@aol.com
www.middleditchsalvage.co.uk
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News release
Digital Champions

Gifted a gadget this Christmas? Free and friendly help is available

If you have been gifted a computer or gadget over Christmas and don’t know how
to switch it on or make the most of it then help is at hand.

There are over 75 Digital Champions volunteering in Dorset libraries to help
people with computers, tablets, phones and more. Most have gained experience
from their professional careers.

Around 21% of people are not confident using the internet - that's around
150,000 people across Dorset. And 70,000 of these have never been online.

Not everybody has access or the desire to use computers but attending a session
may spark an interest. Many learners have bought a tablet or similar, because of
the programme.

Carol and Allan Lander in Swanage, Dorset, were helped by Simon Parvin, Digital
Champion based in Swanage. They attended as a couple at the library.

Carol said: “Simon was very patient and helped me where I was having difficulty.
He explained things fully. My friend recently bought a new smartphone and I told
her to go and see Simon. We were both impressed with his patience. It was
incredible. Before, I could get as far as putting the power plug in and now I no
longer fear computers crashing in front of me.”

Allan had some knowledge of computers. He wanted to know about PayPal
specifically, an online payments system. It supports online money transfers and
serves as an electronic alternative to cheques.”

Digital Champion Simon said: “So much in life now depends on using computers, I
am pleased to be able to help people to get going, and to solve their many and
varied problems. It is a vital service and good to see people gain experience and
confidence with their computing skills.”

People without a device can learn free of charge on the library facilities. The
sessions are held in a friendly environment and you go at your own pace.

Some Dorset residents say they feel excluded if they are offline and that learning
with a Digital Champion boosts their confidence and helps them stay safe and
independent.
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Parish Directory
The Bridge Parishes

Vicar: Revd. Carolyn Couzens (See pages 3 & 6)
Email: revcarolyncouzens@gmail.com
Carolyn tries to take Tuesdays as her day off.

01258 858353

Director of Music: Dr. Sally Plowright 01258 857528
Assistant organist: Mr. Paul Martin 07788 185048
Clerk to the Benefice: Mrs. Jan Standing
Office hours  Tues, Wed, Thurs only, 10am – 5 pm

Email: jan.standing@btopenworld.com

07973 766614

The Bridge: See page 3

Kingston Lacy Parish Church
Churchwarden: Mrs. Sue Smith 01202 888374
Churchwarden: Mrs. Carola Street 01202 848253
Deputy Churchwarden: Mrs. Jenny Ricketts 01202 888377
PCC Secretary: Mrs. Pam Francis 01202 888700
Treasurer: Mr. Alan Wakefield 01202 886280
Electoral Roll Officer: Miss K. Whitmore 01202 883727

Shapwick Parish Church
Churchwarden: Anne Tillin 01258 858208
Churchwarden: Vacant
Deputy Churchwarden: Janet Purchase 01258 857235
Treasurer: Christine Cosgrove 01258 858876
PCC Secretary: Alan Cosgrove 01258 858876
Verger: Vacant
Electoral Roll Officer: Janet Tory 01258 857531

Sturminster Marshall Parish Church
Churchwarden: Mrs. Liz Jones 01258 857076
Churchwarden: Mr. Rob Langdown 01202 841381
PCC Secretary: Mrs. Margaret Langdown 01202 841381
PCC Treasurer: Mr. Edward Warren 01258 857467
Verger: Vacant
Captain of the ringers: Mr M. Stickley 01202 021895
Electoral roll officer: Mrs J. Provan 01258 858296

Schools
Sturminster Marshall First School: Mr. A. Joyce 01258 857348
Sturminster Marshall Pre-school: Mrs Patsy Barnes 01258 858395
Pamphill First School: Mrs. Rachael Oliver 01202 883008
Pamphill Pre-School Nursery: Mrs. D. Gould 07415 473977
The Old School Shapwick Nursery: Ms. E. Praschma 01258 857922

Police
Police station (non emergency number) 101
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Hall Bookings
Old School, Sturminster Marshall: Mrs. Val Brown

Contact by email only, please, to: hall.mackrell@outlook.com
Memorial Hall, Sturminster Marshall: Mrs. K. Kollberg 07729 712428

Email: sturhallbookings@gmail.com
Pamphill Parish Hall: Mrs. Lindsay Hole

Email: pamphillparishhall@yahoo.com

Councillors
District Councillor: Cllr. Mr Robin Cook 01202 889199

07968 265897
Sturminster Marshall Parish Council Chair: Miss Hilary Palmer 01258 857588
Sturminster Marshall Parish Council Clerk: Mrs. Alison Clothier

Email: sturminstermarshall@dorset-aptc.gov.uk
07469 780548

Pamphill & Shapwick Parish Council Chair: Mr. Philip Chissell 01202 883369
Pamphill & Shapwick Parish Council Clerk: Mrs. Lindsay Hole

Email: pamphiollparishhall@yahoo.com

For Sturminster Marshall
Sturminster Marshall FC: Mr. D. Miller 01258 857314
Church Preservation Trust: Mrs. E. House 01258 857469
School Society: Mrs. P. Ross 01258 857373
Cricket Club: Mr. Ross Humphrey 01202 829522
WI Evening Secretary: Ms. Debi Peacock 07947 576716
Sports Association: Mr. R. Haysom 01258 857616
Gardening Club: Mrs. S. Crowfoot 01258 857606
Stour Valley Quilters and Craft Club: Mrs. Barbara Beaves 01258 858404
Scouts: Andy Thornton 07788 683422
Cubs: Mrs. G. Spong 01258 857799
Beavers: Mrs. A. Thornton 01202 625561
Brownies: Miss J. Hayter 01202 885309
Guides: Mrs .L. Seare 01929 459398
Rangers: Mrs. C. Browning-Smith 01202 888447
Rainbows: Mrs. C. Browning-Smith 01202 888447
Henbury Residents' Association: Mr. M. Soper 01258 857647
Homewatch Co-Ordinator: Mr. Adrian Holden 01258 858884
Sturminster Marshall Short Mat Bowls & Social Club: Mr. J. Case
CaseCase

01202 690718
Sturminster Marshall Village History Website 01258 857606

For Pamphill
Kingston Lacy Skittles Club: Mr. R. Frost 01202 883084
Kingston Lacy Cricket Club: Mr. S. Maine 07969 883814
Pamphill Pre-School: Mrs. D. Gould 07415 473977

For Shapwick
S.C.T. (Village Green): Jez Bragg 07813 925681
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